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"Parole Conditions and Early Release at the Margin"

While nearly 80% of U.S. prisoners are released under parole supervision, relatively little is
known about the effects of supervised release. Using the randomized assignment of parole
board members and hearing examiners to parole hearings-in Pennsylvania, | investigate the
effects of parole board release decisions on post-release outcomes. First, | discuss whether,
at the margin of release, individuals initially paroled experience lower rates of recidivism
and higher rates of employment than individuals denied parole and released at a later date.
Next, | discuss whether board-imposed parole conditions such as curfew, placementin a
Community Corrections Center, or social contact restrictions impact post-release outcomes.
Finally, | compare these results to the effects of parole supervision levels on post-release
outcomes estimated using a regression discontinuity design around the risk test score cutoff
values that determine supervision level.
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